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Stage 1 Consultation response: Upper Thames Major Resource Development

This is Oxfordshire County Council’s response to the Stage 1 consultation on the need
for new water resources and proposed options for supplying the need, including a large
reservoir in Oxfordshire.

Overall, the County Council believes it is essential that the need for such large
quantities of water must be demonstrated to the Environment Agency’s satisfaction.
Only if that basic need is established can the question of appropriate packages of supply
options be fully considered.

Once these issues have been addressed and if need is proven we think it would then be
appropriate to focus on the site and design for the reservoir because this is dependent on
the size, type and timing of resources that are needed.

Our primary concern is Thames Water’s record on leakage. It is striking that total
leakage from Thames Water’s pipes is 1,000 million litres per day and total water
savings from planned leakage control to 2010 is 218 million litres per day, while the
largest reservoir proposed would supply 252 million litres per day. In our view, Thames
Water must take far more action to reduce leakage now that major capital intensive
resource developments are being considered. The needs case documentation makes it
clear that water supply decisions take into account society’s expectations of what is
reasonable as well as cost. Informed public debate on the acceptable levels of service,
water leakage, conservation requirements and water efficiency must be part of Thames
Water’s consultation process.

More over .....












